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Establishing Patterns

Fr. Michael Becker
Rector

These current seminarians have strong family ties to the

priesthood, diaconate and religious life. See pages 6-10.on the cover

Fr Michael Becker
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Mother Olga Inspires During Visit

On February 6, the SJV seminarians and priests had the privilege to 
meet Mother Olga of the Sacred Heart, founder and mother servant 
of the Daughters of Mary of Nazareth, a religious community of 
sisters in the Archdiocese of Boston. 

A native of Iraq, Mother Olga shared her inspirational story of faith 
and journey from her war-torn homeland to the United States. Her 
joy and love for the Lord and His mother are contagious. 

Below is her “thank you” that followed her visit. 

Dear Reverend Fathers and Saint John Vianney College Seminarians,

I want to share my deep gratitude to the Lord, who allowed me to visit you at your seminary. During my 
time with you, I felt that, though I am unworthy, the Blessed Virgin Mary gave me a share in her heart to 
see you all through her motherly heart.

womb. Then we read in the Scripture that Jesus grew in age and grace at the home of His holy family in 
Nazareth. For Jesus, Nazareth was the “seminary,” where His vocation was formed under the eyes of 
Mary, His mother. She never left Him for almost thirty years before he started His public ministry. 

Blessed Pope Paul VI wrote about Nazareth as a school of formation: “Oh, how I would like to become 
a child once again and start my studies over in this humble and sublime school of Nazareth.” Just like 
for Jesus and for every priest, Nazareth is a home, the safe place where the priestly heart experiences the 
intimacy with the will of the Father.

needed to build the foundation of the early Church.

As you continue your priestly formation, may you experience ever more the presence of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Mother of the Good Shepherd and Mother of the Eternal High Priest. May you witness the power of 
her prayer and intercession and rejoice in the abundant harvest of the Lord in your pastoral vineyard.

Mother Olga and Fr. Becker

Your sister in Christ, 

Mother Olga of the Sacred Heart
Mother Servant of the Daughters of Mary of Nazareth
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A Tribute to 
a Beloved Rector

“  Without cost you have received; without cost you are to give.”
Matthew 10:8 – Scripture printed on Fr. Baer’s ordination card in 1996.

Rev. William Joseph Baer, 1957 – 2018
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Shortly before Fr. Baer’s death, Fr. Nick Nelson, ordained for the 
Diocese of Duluth in 2013, received an email from someone who 
had recently heard one of Fr. Baer’s homilies at daily Mass. In 
it, Fr. Baer recounted a recent visit with Fr. Nick and shared how 
proud he was of this former seminarian who was now pastor of 
three small parishes in the arrowhead of Northern Minnesota. 

After graduation, brothers Dan and Nick Schonhardt started their 
own home improvement and cabinet businesses, respectively. 
Both clearly recall the impact this happy, holy priest made on 
their lives as well. 

Dan, who teaches a discipleship group for young men at 
St. Michael’s Catholic Church in St. Michael, often references his 

his youth group. 

Nick puts Fr. Baer’s wisdom into action in his personal life, too. “He taught us that no matter where the Lord 

permanent deacons, and lay leaders in dioceses across the country.  

Fr. William Baer Scholarship Fund
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All in the Family
There are several SJV seminarians whose immediate and extended families 
include ordained priests, deacons, seminarians and religious. When asked to 
share their family connections, multiple responses came back: “My uncle is 

“I have two brothers and an uncle who are priests.” And so on.

What is the common denominator among these families? How did they nurture 
multiple vocations? Where does this desire to serve the Lord come from? 

The following stories illustrate how members of these families have said “yes” 
to the Lord.

Luke Mulderink is pictured with his

older brother Rob, Class of 2015. 

“When Luke told me he was entering

college seminary, I remember asking

if he was doing this because of me,”

that he was on the same path because

this is where Jesus is calling him.”

WE’RE IN THIS TOGETHER

Luke Mulderink
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HE IS HUMAN
Ryan Glaser

Left and center: Ryan Glaser with 
sisters Abby and Katie then and 
now. After hearing about Ryan’s 
decision to transfer to SJV, Abby 
told Ryan, “I think you would 
make a phenomenal priest.”

Right: Ryan’s uncle, Fr. Ken Glaser, serves the Archdiocese of Dubuque.  

7
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THE BEERS BROTHERS
Will and Jacob Beers

Bacon and eggs. Milk and cookies. Will and Jacob Beers. Some 
things just go together. 

Now brother seminarians at SJV, Will and Jacob, junior and 

other’s sentences. Their vocation stories are different, but they 
share everything that is important: faith, family and fraternity.  
Will, Jacob and three other Beers’ boys were raised in a home in 
Remus, Michigan, where the faith was alive. 

“Mom led us in a daily rosary,” Will said. “She loves that there is 

“Dad is in charge of maintenance at the parish, and we have 
always been really involved there,” Jacob added. 

Priestly vocations were encouraged in their family, but seminary 
was no guarantee for either Will or Jacob. Will had a serious 
girlfriend and Jacob was diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes when 
he was in 7th grade. Eventually, prayers were answered times 
two when Will, then Jacob, headed west for college seminary. 

Only one year apart in age, Will and Jacob share everything 
including their love for mom’s home cooking, a passion for 
sports, and the fraternity at SJV. One day, God willing, they will 
share their vocations to the priesthood. 

Will and Jacob Beers share a laugh on campus 
(above) and lots of smiles in old family photos, 
together and with their three brothers. 
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A LIVING FAITH
Stephen Linn

Stephen Linn contemplates his next move 
against brother seminarian Josh Luttig.

Stephen Linn is pictured with two of 
his sisters on a family vacation.

Right: Fr. Andrew Linn and Sr. Mary Linn
Below: Stephen and his sister Mary clown around.  
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IT ALL STARTS AT HOME
The Floeder Family 

Randy Koenigsknecht (second from left) is 
pictured with his brothers, Fr. Todd and 

Fr. Gary, SJV Class of 2010, and their uncle, 
Fr. Bill Koenigsknecht. Randy’s brothers and uncle 

serve the Diocese of Lansing.  

Fr. Paul Shovelain, Class of 2010, 
and younger brother Dominic, 

Class of 2018. 

Nick Ahrens relaxes in his dorm room 
with his guitar. Nick’s great uncle is 
Archbishop Charles Chaput of the 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia. hiladelphia. in the

F

Family
le

the es of Lansing

Frankie Floeder (left) and older brother Louis. 
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Mission Trips Uncover Hidden Graces
by Maggie Johnson

111111

Senior Jacob Bennett has full 
hands and a full heart. 
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Spiritual Formation 

Fr. Abraham George and Joshua Bot 
meet for spiritual direction.
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Getting to Know the SJV Seminarians

Age: 20
Home diocese: Saginaw

Age you    10

 Catholicism 
possesses the fullness of truth.

The in-house fraternity. 

Tommie Catholic.

Teaching 
religious education to 3rd-graders.

Philosophy, Catholic Studies and 
Psychology.

 I’ve performed 
in three Shakespearean plays.

 I can do several bird calls 
and foreign accents.

 Hunting, western horsemanship, 
camping/hiking, carpentry, leather craft, 
sketching, and playing classical guitar.

 Chicken fajitas.

Wildlife conservation or veterinary medicine.

St. John Paul II.

Hugo

Age: 21
Home diocese: Mobile

Age you    
13

The rich 
tradition and the beauty of the Mass.

The emphasis on an intimate prayer life and 
the family-like fraternity.

Philosophy and Catholic Studies. 

AVIVO 
Chemical and Mental Health Services.

 I speak three 
languages and am working on a fourth.

 Reading, playing the organ, 
playing soccer and hanging out with 
friends.

  Spiritual Theology.

The King’s Speech.

The Eucharistic 
Procession during Borromeo Weekend.

Studying medicine with the 
goal of becoming an orthopedic surgeon.

Carbonara.

Age: 20
Home diocese: Saint Paul and Minneapolis

 16

 My grandmother, Mary, who 
escaped communism in Europe in the 1950s 
and devoted her life to trusting the Lord 
throughout all trials and joys.

 you     
The attentive formation to grow in self-
awareness and dependency on God and 

zone.

 Philosophy and Catholic Studies.

  : Teaching 
religious education to 7th-grade boys.

   you: I have a 
twin brother, Brian, who is studying law 
enforcement.

 Cooking and reading.

 you  My cousin Corey 
Manning (SJV Class of 2014) because 
of his profound dedication to the Lord 
and his example of how to live as a 
modern Catholic man.

   Catholic Studies 
201: Paths, Expressions & Practices in 
Catholic Spirituality. 

  
on the Quad.
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Tizoc Rosales
Director of Development

Vianney News

The Next Generation of Leaders
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Spotlight on Alumni

Summa Cum Laude
Fr. Andrew Liaugminas

SAVE THE DATE
Annual Alumni Event

November 8, 2018

If you are interested in joining the 

planning team, please contact 

Tizoc Rosales:

tizoc.rosales@stthomas.edu 

or (651) 962-6843
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Saint John Vianney
College Seminary

2115 Summit Avenue - Mail 5024
St. Paul, MN 55105-1095

PAID

(651) 962-6825
www.vianney.net

Or find us on Facebook!
www.Facebook.com/SJVseminary

SAVE THE

DATE

14th Annual 
Vianney Cup 

Monday, September 17, 2018
Midland Hills Country Club

Roseville, Minnesota

11:00 a.m. 
Registration and Lunch – Driving Range Open

12:00 p.m. 
Opening Prayer and Golf Scramble Shotgun Start

4:30 p.m. 
Social Hour

5:15 p.m. 
Dinner followed by awards and program, featuring 

more than 120 seminarians 

7:00 p.m.
Adjourn

For more information or
 to register, contact:

Nancy Johnson
nhjohnson@stthomas.edu

(651) 962-5967
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